
Camden Historic Resources Committee 
Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, December 10, 2019, Walsh History Center, CP Library 
 
 

Call to order: 4:05 p.m. 
 
Members Present:  Eileen Kurtis-Kleinman, Chair; Rosalee Glass, Judy McGuirk, Susan Neves, Pat Skaling 
 
Volunteers Present: Dennis McGuirk, Beedy Parker, Michael Skaling 
  
Walsh History Center Liaison: Ken Gross 
 
Select Board Liaison:  none present 
 
Review of Minutes of Last Meeting:  November 12th minutes approved as written. 
 
Chair’s Report:  Eileen reported that Jeremy Martin, Planning & Development Director/Town of Camden, is 
considering including a Demolition Review Ordinance on the June 2020 town ballot. He asked HRC to help and 
would like a HRC representative to attend the Planning Board and Select Board discussions and hearings. Pat 
recommended that a committee member, not a volunteer, represent HRC. Jeremy also alerted the committee 
that the house on 82 Chestnut had been demolished.      
 
Current Activities and information: 

● Dave Jackson sent a report on the status of the Harbor Park and Amphitheatre. Significant damage 
from the October 17th storm used up the entire budget. It was noted that some HRC members would 
like to participate in the spring Amphitheatre and Harbor Parks clean-up. The date will be available on 
the library website so HRC members will keep alert for the date.  

● Elm Street:  Judy reviewed the positive response to designating Elm Street as a historic district.  Her 
report follows: 
 

 



 
 

● Historic Plaque Program: Pat and Beedy are preparing a Letter to the Editor to be sent to the Camden 
Herald from HRC to inform the public of the progress of the plaque program as well as our pride in the 
town. A suggestion was made that plaques could be part of Maine’s Bicentennial. It was also suggested 
that Statehood Weekend (March 14-15) might be a good time to launch the program’s 2020 canvassing 
efforts.   

● 2 Bayview/10 Bayview: No activity on Historic Register application. Eileen suggested that, perhaps, at 
this point, it is less of a priority. 

● Curtis Island:  Pat received permission from Audra Caler-Bell, Camden’s Town Manager, to explore the 
cost of an assessment for restoration work on Curtis Island.  Carmen Bombeke, Senior Engineer for 
Gartley & Dorsky completed gratis an excellent and thorough report.  Mike said he could provide boat 
transportation to and from the island for the engineers and cost estimator if Town funding is approved.  
HRC strongly endorsed the need for a professional assessment and recommended Pat take the Gartley 
& Dorsky proposal to Audra. The assessment creates a good possibility of receiving a matching grant.  

 The Island caretakers endorse the conducting of a complete assessment. 
● Great Fire District/Historic Districts Sign:  Mike and Dennis will present an update at the next meeting.  
 

Montgomery Dam: Dennis noted that the town website has posted a video about fish ladders.  He noted that 
HRC might want to “have a place at the table,” as the three possibilities re: the Montgomery Dam program are 
being discussed. There are historic reasons, it was observed by some committee members, to preserve the 
dam.  
 
As a relevant postscript, Pat read two poems relating to nature conservation and old home preservation from 
the poetry collection, In the Well, by Elizabeth Tibbetts, a local poet.  
 
 
Meeting adjourned @ 5:15 p.m. 
Respectfully submitted, Susan Neves      
 
(next meeting January 14, 2020) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


